Supervisor lony Buiington

Blue Ridge District

In This Newsletter:

Transportation
Updates

FY19 CIP Additions

CIP Updates
Broadband

Greenway
Widening
Rt 50 Landscaping

Veterans Corner

Envision Loudoun

Envision Loudoun

Upcoming Events

Usefulful Links:
Alert Loudoun

Blue Ridge District
Website

BOS Meetings
"Like" my Facebook
page

Loudoun Express
Reqguest

Weblogis

EBO@EE A

Newsletter

Winter 2018 Quarterly Newsletter

February, 2018
Happy New Year & best wishes for 2018!

January 1st marked the halfway mark of my term as your
representative on the Board of Supervisors. | want you to
know that it has been and remains an honor to serve you!

Being that we're at the halfway mark, | would appreciate
your feedback regarding my performance. Please let me
know how | am doing for you at
tony.buffington@loudoun.gov.

I hope you find this update helpful and informative. Please
let me know if there is ever anything | can do for you.

All my best,

Tony
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Transportation Improvement Program Updates

Traffic congestion relief, enhanced connectivity and improved safety are some of my

top priorities. As such, my staff and | have worked with my colleagues, county staff,

VDOT, developers, and others, to fund several new projects and to accelerate many
previously planned and much needed improvements for the Blue Ridge District!

EASTERN BLUE RIDGE DISTRICT PROJECTS

Belmont Ridge Road (BRR): These projects widen Belmont Ridge Rd from two to
four lanes and install traffic lights at critical intersections. See below for details:

1 Gloucester Parkway to Hay Road: This project widens BRR to four lanes
from Hay Rd to Gloucester Pkwy. The project also constructs a bridge over
the W&OD Trail and a direct connection from the shared-use path
along BRR to the W&OD Trail. It also constructs a parking lot for trail users. In
the previous quarter, construction continued with southbound bridge
substructure and approach roadway mechanically stabilized earth walls,
erosion & sediment control, earthwork, storm sewer and storm water
management activities, fine grading and preparation for asphalt placement,
and signage and signalization. Additionally, the northbound roadway sound
wall was completed. A traffic shift occurred in December moving traffic
on BRR to the new northbound roadway. In this quarter, construction
activities continue and the south bound bridge superstructure, approach




slabs, and embankments are expected to be completed. Construction
completion is planned for December of 2018.

Truro Parish Drive to Northstar Boulevard (south of Croson): This project
designs and constructs two additional lanes of BRR from Truro Parish Dr to
Northstar Blvd. Road plans were approved in June of 2017. In this quarter,
DTCI staff and the design consultant, Dewberry, continued working with
Loudoun Water, Dominion, and Verizon to finalize easement documents for
utility relocations. Offer letters to acquire ROW have been sent to 14 property
owners and three offer letters have been signed. In the next quarter, ROW
acquisition will continue. Project completion is scheduled for Fall of 2020.

Belmont Ridge and Northstar Boulevard Signal: An interim safety

solution is currently in place at the intersection. The long term solution (full
access traffic signal) was approved in July of 2016. Notice to Proceed was
issued in August of 2017. Construction of long term solution began in October
of 2017. This construction includes a new traffic signal, pavement markings,
pedestrian crosswalks and ADA compliant ramps. Because of the

necessary milling, paving and restriping needed to complete the final
condition, drivers should expect temporary construction measures to include
things like barrels, signage and temporary stop conditions in the coming
weeks. Weather dependent, it is now anticipated that the project will conclude
around early to mid April of 2018.

1 Shreveport to Evergreen Mills Road: This is a new project | was able to get
added to the CIP during the 2017 CIP process with funding in FY22 and




future years. This project widens the BRR from two to four lanes
between Shreveport Rd and Evergreen Mills Rd. The project also includes a
bridge over the Broad Run Creek.

Belmont Ridge Bridge Over the Greenway: The county's long term plan is
to widen the bridge and add pedestrian accommodations and a sound wall;
however, VDOT is making progress on an interim solution in order to reduce
traffic congestion asap. The interim project will increase the number of lanes
from one lane to two lanes in each direction while maintaining the northbound
left turn lane from BRR westbound onto the Greenway (without widening the
existing bridge). It will also add two-foot shoulders on both sides of BRR. The
area north of the bridge will undergo minor pavement improvements and
restriping along with Ashburn Farm Pkwy/Sycolin Rd traffic signal
adjustments and retiming. The area south of the bridge will undergo more
significant reconstruction of the roadway's approach and the ramps to

and from eastbound Dulles Greenway. The project will also include a new
traffic signal on BRR's intersection with the westbound on and off ramps for
the Greenway. In August of 2017 this project was identified for acceleration to
enable construction to begin in 2019 rather than 2020 as originally planned.
rather than the original plan of 2020. Advertisement for construction

is anticipated to occur in December of 2018 with construction to begin in early
20109.
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Belmont Ridge and Evergreen Mills Road Intersection Safety Improvements:
Based on safety concerns brought to my attention by the Briarfield Estates HOA, |
have requested that VDOT consider the installation of flexible delineator posts in the
areas designated below. On January 22, 2018, VDOT advised they had received and
would consider my request. If approved and installed, these measures would mitigate
intersection safety concerns from southbound Evergreen Mills Rd traffic improperly
utilizing the Briarfield Lane right turn lane to pass vehicles waiting to turn left from




southbound Evergreen Mills Rd onto Belmont Ridge Rd. It would also alleviate
additional safety concerns from northbound Evergreen Mills Rd traffic utilizing the
unpaved shoulder to pass vehicles waiting to turn left onto Briarfield Lane. This would
be a temporary safety improvement until the segment of Evergreen Mills from
Belmont Ridge Rd to Stone Springs Blvd is widened from two to four lanes, currently
scheduled for completion in January of 2023.
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Braddock Road & Summerall Drive/Supreme Drive Signal: This project will
construct a traffic signal and turn lanes at the intersection of Braddock Rd and
Summerall Dr/Supreme Dr. The missing half section of Braddock Rd near the
intersection will be widened from two to four lanes. Notice to proceed with design
was issued in March of 2017. The first phase of design plans were received by VDOT
and the county in August of 2017. The Department of Transportation and Capital

Infrastructure is completing preliminary engineering for intersection improvements at
Braddock Road and Summerall Drive/Supreme Drive and associated roadway
improvements along Braddock Road between Kilkeen Way/Crested Wheat Drive and
Foley Headwaters Street. A community meeting was held at Pinebrook Elementary
School in January of 2018, where design concepts were presented and staff received
public input. Click here to view the handout from the public information session and
here to view sketches of the proposed intersection changes.

Braddock Road & Northstar Intersection Improvements: My office is seeking
construction of a much needed signal or roundabout at this intersection which was
upgraded from a two-way-stop to its current all-way-stop configuration in 2016. In
December of 2016 the Kirkpatrick West developer paid to conduct a Signal Warrant
Analysis, which failed to meet VDOT Warrant to justify the need for a signal;
however, my office was not notified and for several months believed the developer
was moving forward with installation of its proffered traffic signal. Because the signal
failed to meet VDOT Warrant, the developer paid a lump sum to the County in lieu of
signal installation, thus leaving responsibility for installation of the signal with VDOT.
Due to the rate of growth in Loudoun VDOT has been unable to accommodate
demand for roadway improvements; therefore, Loudoun began funding its own road
improvements in 2012 in order to reduce traffic congestion and maintain quality of life
for residents. In 2017, Loudoun conducted a countywide uncontrolled intersection
study in order to create a prioritized list of intersections most in need of signal
installation. The intersection scored well, receiving a 4 out of 5 priority rating (5 being
intersections most in need). Based on this score along with current and planned
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future growth, | have worked with VDOT and received agreement to utilize future
growth data - which VDOT normally does not do - in order to aid the intersection in
meeting the next Warrant Study. The Board has now approved funding to move
forward with an intersection study in order to help justify and accelerate the

signal. Once the signal is warranted, | will work with Supervisor Letourneau and

my other colleagues on the Board to allocate the remaining funding needed for
design and construction. As always, | will keep you informed as additional information
becomes available.

Braddock Road/Trailhead Drive/Grassland Grove Drive, All-Way-Stop Signs: My
office requested a VDOT traffic study be conducted for possible installation of an all-
way-stop due to increased safety concerns resulting from the recent connection of
Trailhead Dr from Braddock Rd to Rt 50, and the upcoming opening of Willard Middle
School scheduled to open in the Fall of 2018. Unfortunately, the intersection failed to
meet VDOT approval for the requested all-way-stop. We are currently looking into
LCPS's traffic study for data that may help further justify the need in hopes of
obtaining approval ASAP. | have also added a new project for a roundabout at this
intersection to the proposed 2019 CIP additions which the Board will consider as part
of the FY-19 Capital Improvement Program process.

(Brambleton) Increased Fines for Speeding: In working with the Brambleton HOA,
my office recently requested VDOT speed studies along multiple high pedestrian use
roadways within Brambleton in hopes of obtaining approval for the installation of
multiple "Speeding Additional $200 Fine" zones. VDOT has concluded the

studies and approved our request for the following zones:

1 Legacy Park Dr (from Olmsted Dr to Belmont Ridge Rd)

1 Legacy Park Dr (from Belmont Ridge Rd to Ryan Rd, by Legacy Elementary)

9 Fallen Hills Dr (from Creighton Rd to Minerva Dr, by Creighton's Corner
Elementary)

Additionally, Minerva Dr (from Legacy Park Dr to Creighton Rd) did not meet the
average minimum speed of 30 mph necessary for eligibility, and Olympia Dr was not
part of the VDOT system when the speed study was conducted. As Such, Olympia
Dr will require an additional study under VDOT's new traffic calming parameters. The
Item for Board of Supervisor approval of the recommended zones will be presented
for Board consideration at the March 22, 2018, Business Meeting.
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Claiborne Parkway Missing Link (Croson Lane - Ryan Road): This project
constructs Claiborne Pkwy as a four lane median divided roadway from Ryan Rd to
Croson Ln with a traffic signal at the intersections of Claiborne and Croson, and
Claiborne and Ryan. Phillips Construction was awarded the construction contract in
March of 2017. In this quarter, storm pipe installation continued, box culvert
construction approached completion and curb, gutter and base paving were
underway at the north end of the project. In the next quarter, storm water pond #2
and storm pipe installation are planned for completion and earthwork will continue in

preparation for Spring curb, gutter and paving activities. Construction completion is
planned for late Summer of 2018.
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Claiborne Parkway & Loudoun County Parkway Signal: A signal at this
intersection has been identified as critical upon completion and opening of

the Claiborne Pkwy missing link (from Croson Ln to Ryan Rd) currently scheduled for
late Summer of 2018. As such, | requested that a traffic signal warrant study based
on future conditions be completed as soon as possible. This signal was proffered by
Toll Brothers and | am happy to report that the study returned in November of 2017
and the intersection has met warrant as | had hoped. In January of 2018, contracted
traffic engineers submitted the study for final approval by VDOT. Once approved, Toll
Brothers will submit plans to VDOT for signal installation. My office will continue
efforts to accelerate construction of the signal and will keep you informed as
additional updates become available.

Creighton Road (Northstar Boulevard - Evergreen Mills Road): This segment
was constructed by the Brambleton developer who opened the road to traffic in

July of 2017. Signals for both the Evergreen Mills Rd and Northstar intersections
have been approved by VDOT based on warrant studies requested by my office. See
below for signal details:

1 Evergreen Mills Road/Creighton Road/Fleetwood Road Signal: At my
request, a warrant study was completed ahead of schedule and the
intersection was able to meet warrant based on future conditions which
VDOT does not usually allow. The signal is currently in design phase and is
scheduled to be installed and activated on or about October of 2018. | will
continue to work with the Brambleton developer and VDOT to accelerate this
project in hopes of completion prior to the 2018/2019 School year.




1 Northstar Boulevard & Creighton Road Signal: At my request, a warrant
study was completed ahead of schedule and the intersection was able to
meet warrant based on future conditions which VDOT does not usually allow.
The signal is currently in design phase and is scheduled to be installed and
activated on or about October of 2018. | will continue to work with the
Brambleton developer and VDOT to accelerate this project in hopes of
completion prior to the 2018/2019 School year.

Note: As an interim safety measure at the Northstar Blvd & Creighton Rd
intersection, as it is the primary access point for two schools and ongoing residential
development, at my request, the Brambleton developer has installed an all-way-
stop until the signal is installed and operational.

Dulles West Boulevard (future segment located west of Northstar Boulevard):
This segment is currently shown on the Countywide Transportation Plan (CTP);
however, it has not been funded in the county's Capital Improvement Plan. For the
following reasons, | do not believe the addition of this segment is necessary, nor do
| feel it would serve the greater good for Loudoun or area residents:

1 The logical alignment is obstructed by a large existing lake sometimes

referred to as Quail Run Lake. This would force a northward turn in the
alignment between established communities and would negatively impact
dozens of existing residents.

The alignment would need to cross below the existing Quail Run Lake dam
which would raise additional engineering, flooding and

environmental concerns.

To the extent that additional clearing and grading would remove tree
coverage and future open space areas, leaving the area undisturbed would
allow for buffers between existing communities.

The commercially zoned properties closer to Route 50 that could possibly
benefit from this segment would likely not be served by the ultimate
alignment.

Current and future traffic can be sufficiently accommodated by other existing
and planned area transportation network improvements.

For these reasons, | will continue to move forward with my request the remove this

future segment of roadway from the CTP as part of the Envision Loudoun process. |
am hopeful that my colleagues on the Board will support this effort and | appreciate
the community support | have received from Willowsford residents.




Brambleton Frontage Widening of Evergreen Mills Road: The Brambleton
developer is proffered to eventually widen the northbound lane of a section of
Evergreen Mills Rd along its frontage from Creighton Rd to an area south of Ryan

Rd. | will keep you informed as additional updates and a timeline for completion
become available.
















































































































